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militia, and the tragedy of Braddock's defeat was avenged by
the destruction of Fort Duquesne, in the neighbourhood of
which a new fort was built named, after the great Minister,
Pittsburg.

CHAPTER XIX

BEFORE QUEBEC

THE year 1759 opened with a new campaign which was
destined to decide the fate of Canada. With the fall of Louis-
bourg the way was open to Quebec, and for many months
William Pitt in England, with Wolfe at his right hand, had
been preparing to strike a great blow at the heart of the
French dominion in the West.

It was towards the end of June when a powerful English
fleet under Admiral Saunders, carrying an army of 9,000
picked troops, under the command of James Wolfe, who had
now been advanced to the rank of a Major-General, accom-
panied by three Generals of Brigade, named Monckton,
Townshend, and Murray, sailed down the river St. Lawrence
and anchored off the Isle of Orleans, four miles below
Quebec.

It was a small force with which to attack the finest natural
stronghold in the world, but Wolfe was satisfied with the
quality of his men. ' If valour can make amends for want of
numbers,' he wrote to Pitt, ' we shall succeed.'

The passage of the St. Lawrence had not been accomplished
without difficulty and danger. The navigation was perilous
for large vessels owing to the strong currents and the tortuous
channel French pilots were impressed, under pain of death,
but their unwilling services were perhaps a source of greater
danger, as there was some fear of their running the English
battleships ashore, even at the risk of their own lives. How-
ever, a British tar rose to the occasion. * Darn it F he growled,
' I'll show you an Englishman can go where a Frenchman